Eriosema tozziae, a new species of Leguminosae (Papilionoideae, Phaseoleae, Cajaninae) from Minas Gerais is described and illustrated. Similar to E. defoliatum, it differs morphologically from the latter by the persistent leaves in the reproductive phase (vs. caducous in E. defoliatum) and the shorter inflorescences (10-13 cm long vs. 15-30 cm long in E. defoliatum). An identification key for the Eriosema species in Minas Gerais is also provided.
Introduction
The pantropical genus Eriosema (De Candolle 1825:388) Desvaux (1826: 421) (Leguminosae, Papilionoideae, Phaseoleae, Cajaninae) contains about 150 species and is characterized by its subshruby habit, woody root (xylopodium), inflorescences in axillary or terminal racemes, with flowers sparsely distributed along the axis or crowded at its apex, and seeds with a linear hilum and an apical funicle, inserted at its extremity (Grear 1970) .
The most recent taxonomic study of Eriosema is that of Grear (1970) who treated only the American species of the genus. Studies involving Eriosema in Brazil are few and are restricted to the description of new taxa or studies of regional floras, such as Lewis (1987) , Lewis & Owen (1989) , Rogalski & Miotto (2011) and Fortuna-Perez et al. (2013) . There are about 30 species of Eriosema in Brazil, occurring mainly in the cerrado vegetation and rocky outcrops, with the two main centers of diversity in Goiás (26 species; Fortunato 2014), and Minas Gerais (23 species; Cândido 2014).
Our survey of herbarium collections for a systematic study of Eriosema in Brazil uncovered a new species which is here described and illustrated. An identification key for the Eriosema species in Minas Gerais is also provided. sp. nov. (Fig. 1) Eriosema tozziae is morphologically similar to Eriosema defoliatum, but differs from it by its persistent leaves during the reproductive period, caducous stipules, all of the three carenal calyx lobes nearly equal in length (5-8 mm long), shorter inflorescences (10-13 cm long), and shorter pedicels (4-5 mm long). Whereas in E. defoliatum leaves are caducous during the reproductive period; stipules persistent; one of the three carenal calyx lobes is longer than others (10-15 mm vs. 3-5 mm); the inflorescences are longer (15-30 cm), as are the pedicels (8-10 mm). Subshrub ca. 1 m tall, stems erect, densely pilose, with non-glandular and glandular trichomes. Stipules 4-5 × 2-2.5 mm, ovate, rhombic or lanceolate, apex acute to rounded, caducous, externally pilose. Stipels absent. Leaves trifoliolate, petioles 2-3 mm long. Lateral leaflets 1.5-3.5 × 1.5-2 cm, terminal leaflets 3-5.5 × 2-3.5 cm, without clearly marked veins, adaxial and abaxial surfaces densely rufous-velutinous, ovate to broadly ovate, apex mucronate, base slightly cordate, margins entire, petiolule up to 1 mm long, pilose. Bracts 3-4 × 6.5-8 mm, ovate to lanceolate, adaxial surface densely pilose, abaxial surface glabrous, multi-veined. Inflorescences terminal or axillary racemes, with up to 22 flowers, racemes (including peduncle) 10-13 cm long, pilose, pedicels 4-5 mm long, flowers 10-15 mm. Calyx 5-lobed, pilose, margins entire, 5-veined; tube 3-4 mm long, the two vexillary lobes 3-4 mm long, the three carenal lobes 5-8 mm long; corolla yellow, the standard 12-15 × 8-9 mm (excluding claw), obovate, multi-veined, apex slightly retuse or slightly emarginate, base auriculate, auricles 1 mm long, adaxial surface pubescent, abaxial surface glabrous; claw 3-4 mm; wing petals 9-10 × 4-5 mm (excluding claw), obovate, apex rounded, glabrous, slightly auriculate; claw 4 mm long; keel petals 10 × 3-4 mm (excluding claw), falcate to obovate, apex rounded, glabrous to pilose at the apex; claw 3-4 mm long; stamens 13-16 mm long, uniform; ovary pilose; the style straight, stigma minute. Fruit ca. 14 × 8 mm, brown, pilose, widely elliptic, staminal tube persistent. Seeds not seen. Drawn by Samira Rolim.
Eriosema tozziae
Distribution and ecology:-The taxon is known from a single collection in the municipality of Corinto, in the cerrado region of Minas Gerais, Brazil.
Phenology:-The species was collected with flowers and fruits in March. 
